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WHY ENROLL CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS? 


As World Peace Sunday, April 21, nears and 
mpnroliment of Conscientious Objectors among 
isciples of Christ begins two questions arise. 
ne, Why enroll Conscientious Objectors? Two, 
ill not such an enrollment make for division 
nm our local congregations? 


Answering the second question first, it can 
e said that the International Convention has 
ot presumed to make a moral distinction be- 
ween pacifist and non-pacifist. It has simply 
ecognized that many sincere Chrsitians, fol- 
owing the teaching that has been going on in 
11 churches for many years past, have come to 
he point where they feel they can no longer 
articipate in warfare or the machinery of war- 
are. fFince this conviction is likely to bring 
pon them a great deal of ignominy and suffer- 
ng, the Convention felt that these Christians 
ught to have an opportunity to record publicly 
Hheir conviction and to have it recorded upon 
-he membership register of the local church in 
thich they hold membership. The Church thus 
-ecognizes and supports their right to hold this 
velief. The right of individuals or groups to 
sold such a conviction ought to be recognized, 
10 long as they do not attempt to coerce oth- 
rs. Therefore pacifist and nm-pacifist ought 
sO be able to worship together without a break 
.n fellowship. 


There are several reasons why Conscientious 
0bjectors should be registered on the member- 
ship roll of their local church. Most import- 
ant is the fact that the Conscientious Objec- 
sor will face his first ordeal before a local 
Araft board. These boards, charged with the 
task of supplying a certain number of men for 
the armed services, are not always considerate 
of human rights or of the human conscience. 
If the Conscientious Objector cannot show that 
me was previously registered as such and can- 
not bring the record of his church to support 
his claim he stands small chance of being giv- 
=n consideration, whereas prior registration 
creates a presumption in his favor. Prior reg- 
Hatration makes his position previously known 
to his fellow-Christians, who will be able to 


testify to his sincerity. It also distinguish- 


3s him from others who may seek exemption from 
military service out of baser motives. Prior 
registration makes it possible for the broth- 
erhood to know him and to be prepared to see 
that his rights are protected and to render to 
him such legal and other support as can be giv- 
en. Finally, it binds Conscientious Objectors 
together in a vigorous end consecrated fellow- 
ship with love as the motive of Ie hes 
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SOCIAL LEGISLATION PENDING IN CONGRESS 


When Congress reached mid- session late in 
March, many bills dealing with social issues 
were clamoring for attention. 


According to March 4th, Time some 70 bills 
limiting the rights of aliens in this country 
were then pending. The American Committee for 
the Protection of the Rights of the Foreign 
Born of which Ernest Hemingway is chairman, is 
conducting a spirited opposition to this pro- 
posed legislation. Some of the measures intro- 
duced appear to be dangerous in the extreme. 
For instance, the Dempsey Bill (HR-4860) passed 
the House a yearago andis now before the Sen- 
ate Immigration Committee. The bill would make 
it mandatory to deport any alien who believes 
in or advocates any change inthe American form 
of government. Since the form of government is 
always changing and since no trial is provided 
for, aliens might be deported merely for ex- 
pressing opinion. The Hobbs Bill (HR-5643) has 
passed the House and is now on the Senate Unan- 
imous Consent Calendar. It provides for deten- 
tion of aliens deportable because of conviction 
Por certain crimes, where their native countries 
refuse to issue passports permitting them to re- 
turn. The American Committee asserts that this 
bill would setup concentration camps for aliens 
in this country in which imprisonment would be 
for life. The Smith Bill (HR-5138) adds five 
classes of aliens subject to deportation, pro- 
vides punishment for anyone, citizen or alien, 
who attempts to interfere with the discipline 
of the army or the navy, including publication, 
or distribution of any document containing such 
a doctrine. This might be used against paci- 
fists. It also provides for finger-printing of 
aliens. The bill has passed the House and is 
in the Senate Judiciary Committee. The Starnes 
Bill (HR-6724) provides for the deportationof 
any alien who admits in writing that he has been 
engaged in or convicted of espionage a sabot- 
age or has been convicted of a narcotic charge 
or has been committed to an institution as 4 
drug addict. The danger of this bill is that 
it provides for deportation without conviction. 
Sen. Reynolds sponsors HR-409 to suspend immi- 
gration for five years. In connection with the 
anti-alien hysteria now being manifested in Con- 
gress it is worth noting that the State Depart- 
ment released figures showing (Time, March }, 
1940)that during the last fiscal year only 38% 
of the immigration quota was filled, admitting 
only 58,853 persons to the United States. Some 
653,353 applications were onfile from suffer- 
ers from persecution in Germany, Czechoslovakia 
and Hungary. If all were admitted, under the 
(continued on page four) 


FATHER COUGHLIN AND 'THE CHRISTIAN FRONT' 
FATHER COG) SS ee 


When in mid-January G- men swooped down to 
arrest 18 New York nondescripts on charges of 
planning to overthrow the United States govern- 
ment and set up 4 dictatorship, Father Cough- 
lin, radio priest who was once described by a 
fellow-priest as "the blatherskite @& Detroit, 
hustled onto the air to disavow any relation- 
ship with them and to assert that he had re- 
fused a $1000 donation from their organization 


Father Coughlin's denial of connection with 
this group is doubtless technically correct. 
In fact, he can make the same sort of denial 
with reference to any group of his followers 
which gets iteelf in trouble. The New York 
Times, on January 17, 1940 quoted from an ar- 
ticle published in Social Justice on Aug. 14, 
1939, in which he stated, "as a clergyman, I 
do not find it compatible to identify myself 
with any movement in any way whatsoever." "I 
must hold myself disengaged from your organi- 
zation," he said, addressing the organizers. 
"T must act in no other capacity toward you 
than as friend and counsellor, whose privilege 
it is to address you in your homes each Sun- 
day." There you have it. Father Coughlin uses 
him immense communication resources to urge 
the formation of 'Christian Front' organiza- 
tions, he addresses their meetings he attacks 
Jews and stirs up bitter racial hatreds under 
the guise of opposing 'Bolshevism'. He warns 
"Bolsheviks'that what 'the Zinoviev Front' did 
to Russia in 1917 might be done to them in the 
United States. Father Coughlin is quoted by 
the New York Times, as having said in a radio 
address on the growth of the Christian Front, 
delivered on July 30, 1939, "Gentlemen, do you 
want the Christian Front to adopt the same 
technique as the Zinoviev Front, the technique 
of annihilation, or do you want the Christian 
Front to retain the Christian teachings? .... 
I advise you to revise your tactics. But pon- 
der upon this fact, that the Christian Front 
is no longer a dream,itis reality in America, 
a reality that grows stronger, more courageous 
and more determined under the threat of your 
ideological invasion." 


From that bad beginning Father Coughlin 
switched to the Christian ideal of non-resis- 
tance & non-violence, only to revert in a la- 
ter passage to the assertion, "Christianity, 
however does not mean that you and your fellow- 
citizens shall submit to any injustice which 
definitely aims at the destruction of the im- 
mortal souls of men. Christianity does not teach 
that you...shall submit to an invasion of the 
ideologies which are aimed at the destruction 
of Christianity. Christianity does not teach 
that the mystical body of Christ shall submit 
to the mystical body of Satan. Christianity 
does not teach that a peaceful citizenry will 
surrender unjustly private property and nation 
al cultures to an mjust aggressor." It ig sig- 
nificant that he ended by saying,"...all ar- 
gument having failed,all oivil authority hay- 
ing failed, there is left no other way but the 
way of defending ourselves against the invaders 
of our spiritual ani national rights, the Franco 
way." Any lip-service to civil rights is futile 
when the speaker goes on to give apprvval to 
"the Franco way.” If Christian ¥ronters can 
intervene by force of arms in this country un- 
der the same conditions as did Franco in Spain 
then our worst fears about Father Coughlin's 
teachings are verified. 


HOW BIG A NAVY DO WE NEED? 


Influential interests are taking advantage) 
of present unsettled world conditions to urge) 
a vast expansion of the United States navy. 
Extreme naval expansionists are advocating a 
navy capable of meeting any two other navies) 
in the world. Aside from the tremendous cost 
of such a navy and the back-breaking purden of 
taxation necessary to ite maintenance and re- 
placement, what effect would the building of 
such a navy by the United States have upon in- 
ternational relationships? First, it would 
lead inevitably to naval expansion allover 
the world to the extreme limit of each nation's 
ability to build. Granted that no country in 
the world could build up to our level, a level 
which would necessarily progressively be rais- 
ed as others approached it, would it not lead 
to a second condition even more dangerous to 
peace than the first? Would not Britain, Ja- 
pan, and perhaps Germany or Italy, after the 
present conflict is over, combine to meet the 
threat from the West? Could the United States} 
build a navy capable of meeting any possible 
combination of powers? And if she did, would 
it not lead to bankruptcy and collapse of ev- 
ery nation in the world? 


al 


Fortunately, the United States has not yet 
embarked upon any such ambitious program, tho!’ 
there are alarming indications that we may do 
so. Congress has already approved a deficien- 
cy military and naval appropriation bill of 
$25,822,458 to meet extraordinary expenses of 
a 'national emergency' created by the exten- 
sion of the neutral zone 300 miles from the 
shores of the American continents. The navy 
has asked for ‘ordinary' and ‘extraordinary’ 
appropriations totaling $1,250,000,000 for the 
next fiscal year. The House has pared this re- 
quest down by $112,662,139 and has eliminated 
the item for starting the fortification of Guam. 
The Navy Department has asked Congress to au- 
thorize a 25% increase in the navy during the 
next three or four years and the House Naval 
Affairs Committss has already approved for the 
House authorization the Vinson Bill which al- 
lows a 12% increase to cost $655,000,000. 


The National Council for the Prevention of 
War raises the question of not only how much 
navy do we need, but how much value would such 
a navy have if we got it? Should appropriations 
for relief or unemployment, for housing & pub- 
lic works be cut down in order to spend more 
money on the navy? Are not the needs of agri- 
culture greater than those of defense? Who 
knows at the present stage of the game whether 
a 90-million-dollar battleship can protect it- 
self against a submarine costing only a frac- 
tion as much? How long before todays airplanes 
will be obsolete? Yesterday's Planes are al- 
ready out of date. And suppose a negotiated 
peace comes soon in Europe and Asia, accompan- 
ied,as it almost certainly will be, by disarm- 
ament or greatly reduced armaments. And what 
is the military and naval policy of Congress 
anyway? Has it ever been determined? 


A Joint Congressional Committee has been 
proposed in both Houses of Congress to study 
this question. Christians interested in peace 
should write letters to their local papers dis- 
cussing the subject in their own language and 
should write totheir Senators expressing their 
convictions and asking for information about 
military and naval expenditures. 


ON SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


| Washington and Lee University @& Lexington, 
4 a.» has established a new research depository 
‘i opaganda and Promotion Archives, for students 
act modern propaganda technique. Approximately 
mre? 00° items of nation-wide propaganda on the 
gpoenish Civil War, the Sino-Japanese War, Ger- 
al an-American, and communist activity are being 
(jiled and cross indexed. (The American Commit- 
; ee for Democracy and Intellectual Freedom) 

| HEE 

| The German Library of Information, 17 Bat- 

sory Pl., New York, publishes Facts in Review, 
potting forth the German point of view wth 
meference to international affairs. In the is- 
ypue of February 23,1940, Hitler's Sportpalast 
beri of January 30,is printed in full. The 
if 


service is free to those who apply for it. 
HHH 
The budget of the Japanese government for 
mhe coming fiscal year is 10,300,000,000 Yen, 
which at the rate of exchange of 23.6 cents per 
Jeon amounts to $2,430,800,000. This is one- 
third the total national income. Public rev- 
mues will cover only 40% of the proposed ex- 
enditures, leaving the remaining 60% to be 
overed by loans, according to John Ahlers in 
ear Eastern News Bulletin. Interest on the 
ponded debt will consume one-third of the bud- 
et. Under such conditions Japan must end the 
PChina Incident' as quickly as possible. 
RH 
To meet the demand for executive and worker 
ersonnel trained in cooperative philosophy, 
onsumer cooperative organizations in the United 
tates, under the leadership of the Cooperative 
Jbeague, Inc., have established Rochdale Insti- 
ute, with Dr. James P. Warbasse as Director. 
vor the spring term 31 students from ten states 
; nd China registered for courses. Young people 
ho are facing the problem of occupational 
hoice should give serious consideration to 
he cooperative movement as field of service. 
}nformation can be secured by writing Mr.Lion- 
: 1 Perkins, registrar, 167 W.12th Street, New 
Ork City. 
HEH 
When Greenbelt, the huge government housing 
qroject outside Washington, D. C., was being 
Guilt, the Consumer Distribution Corporation, 
‘ounded and endowed by the late Edward A. Fi- 
ene to aid in promotion of urban cooperatives, 
ras asked to set up the business enterprises 
of the community on a cooperative basis. Ac- 
S:ordingly, Greenbelt Consumer Services was or- 
dzanized under an agreement which called for the 
enterprise to be turned over to the community 
oy January, 1940. The cooperative established 
grocery, a meat market, a drug store, and 4 
soda fountain, a variety store, a gas and oil 
datation, a beauty shop, a valet shop,a barber 
dshop, andatheatre. In January, according to 
ontract, Greenbelt Consumer Services pas sed 
into the hands of the residents of the commun- 
ity with an annual business of $350,000. The 
>rofits last year were approximately $6,000 a 
pve operating expenses, taxes, and interest. 
Of the original $50,000 investment about $15, 


%900 has been repaid. 
HBR 


The Department of Records of Tuskegee In- 
ystitute lists only three lynchings for the 
hyear 1939, a sharp decrease from former years. 
jiIn eighteen instances law enforcement officers 


“8 [te ee 


aa 


\tng 25 persons from "the hands of mobs." 
Interracial News Service) 


ere credited with preventing lynchings, sav-~- 


HAS THE LIGHT FAILED? 


In an editorial, "The Light That Failed," 
the editors of Fortune, in the January, 1940 
issue make some statements which ought to give 
serious concern to every church leader in Amer- 
ica. Manifesting a deep sympathy with the 
church and a clear insight into its nature and 
possibilities, they nevertheless indict it as 
an institution which possesses an absolute 
gospel, but which in critical situations again 
and again preached a relative gospel. The sin 
of the church is that it makes compromises with 
the social order in which it lives and lacks 
the courage to proclaim the absolutes of Jesus. 
The charges may be summarized in the following 
sentences, "We are asked to turn to the church 
for our enlightenment, but when we do so we 
find that the voice of the Church is not in- 
spired. The voice of the Church today, we find 
is the echo of our own voices. And the result 
of this experience, already manifest, is spir- 
itual disillusionment. The effect of this ex- 
perience upon the present generation is that 
of a vicious spiral ..... and in this spiral 
there is at stake, not merely prosperity, but 
civilization. There is one way out: the sound 
of a voice coming not from ourselves, in the 
existence of which we cannot disbelieve. It 
is the task of the pastors to hear this voice, 
to relate it convincingly to the contemporary 
scene, and to tell us what it says. If they 
cannot hear it,or if they fail to tell us, we, 
as laymen, are utterly lost. Without it we are 
no more capable of saving the world than vw 
were of building it in the first place." 


These are not the words of carping critics, 
but of men who are spiritually hungry, men whose 
spiritual hunger the church must satisfy if it 
is to be a churchin any true sense of the word. 


One of the areas in which the church is not 
living up to its high calling today is thatof 
support of its own enterprises. Support for 
its missionary & benevolent enterprises around 
the world has been cut to the danger point. 
In a time when heroic and sacrificial giving 
is demanded to save the very framework of our 
civilization Christians are withholding their 
gifts. Educational work is lagging, mission- 
ary work ig being curtailed and hospitals and 
schools are closed for lack of support. 


Nor has the record of the church in giving 
to relieve the suffering caused by war, flood, 
pestilence and famine been impressive in the 
past few years. The Church Committee for Chi- 
na Relief, ministering to 4O million people 
driven from their homes by invasion, raised 
only $563,000 in the 18 months ending in Dec- 
ember, 1939. Yet the Chinese in the United 
States, uniformly poor in this world's goods, 
have given $1,800,000. The Associated Boards 
for Christian Colleges in China raised only 
$587,000 in two years to rebuild China's de- 
atroyed educational institutions. The Amer- 
ican Committee for Christian Refugees, which 
has already undertaken to care for some 4000 
German Protestant refugees in this country and 
is seeking to aid thousands of others to es- 
cape from intolerable conditions in Europe, 
has been able to secure only $284,000 in the 
past two years. $500,000 is urgently needed, 
which the church must supply. In some coun- 
tries in Europe the Evangelical churches are 
all but destroyed as war has taken their pas- 

(continued on page four) 


SOCIAL LEGISLATION PENDING IN CONGRESS (cont) 
safeguards of the immigration laws, they would 
have little or no effect upon the population 


situation. 


The Wagner-Rogers Bill to admit 20,000 ref- 
ugee children is still buried in committee, 
despite the fact that it is sponsored by hun- 
dreds of organizations. 


The Anti - Lynching Bill passed the House on 
January 10, 1940, by a vote of 252 to 131. It 
4s now before the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
where a favorable report is expected. Threats 
of a filibuster and possible effects upon fall 
elections of a bitter fight over a sectional 
issue may prevent passage at this session. 


The Neely Bill (S.280) to prohibit block- 
pooking and blind-selling of motion pictures 
was passed by the Senate by a vote of 46 to 28. 
It is now before the House Committee on Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce, where the motion 
picture industry is making vigorous efforts to 
kill it, despite the fact that it is supported 
by the independent exhibitors who under the 
present system are compelled to buy pictures 
before seeing them (and sometimes before they 
are produced) and to contract for a block of 
pictures they do not want in order to get one 
or two features which they do want. In addi- 
tion to the exhibitors, many other educational 
religious, and womens' club organizations sup- 
port the measure. 


The United States Housing Authority is ask 
ing $800,000,000 to expand its slum clearance 
and public housing program. It is planned to 
allocate a substantial portion of these funds 
to rural housing projects. The need for low- 
rent housing for families of moderate income 
is acute. 


Sen. Wagner 's Bill (S.3230) to provide $10, 
000,000 for the next fiscal year and further 
appropriations later for the construction of 
Public Health Service hospitals in cities, coun- 
ties and states where demonstrated need exists 
and guarantees of satisfactory maintenance are 
given,and for other health services,is in the 
hands of the Senate Committee on Education and 
Labor. Hearings have been held and the bill 
should soon be ready for report. 


During the present session vigorous efforts 
have been made to emasculate the Wagner Labor 
Relations Act and the National Labor Relations 
Board. In mid-March Senator Wagner took the 
floor of the Senate to show that the NLRB has 
adjusted 93% of all cases without formal com- 
plaints, proceedings or hearings, that its rec- 
ord before the Supreme Court is one of the best 
in the history of any piece of major legisla- 
tion - having been upheld in 19 out of 24 cases 
and reversed only twice, and that loss of time 
due to strikes in 1938 and the first six months 
of 1939 was lower than at any time since the 
boom days of 1927. 


The Barden Bill (HR5374) woulda c 
Fair Labor Standards Act (the Wage? ane 
Law) by exempting a million farm workers from 
the wages and hours provisions ad another 500 
000 workers from its maximum hourg provisions. 
Introduced by Congressman Barden of North Ger 
olina, this measure is aimed at depriving share- 


croppers and farm laborers of the be 
Ree ge nefits of 


HAS THE LIGHT FAILED? (cont) 
tors and their male members into the armie 
and as support has been cut off by repressaw 
measures of all sorts. The Central Bureau fo 
Relief of Evangelical churches in Europe, wit 
headquarters in New York has been tryingt 
raise funds, but secured only about $36,00 
ine 1959 The National Lutheran Council ha 
undertaken to raise $500,000 for war relie 
among Lutheran churches of Europe. The YMC 
is trying to raise $65,000 for urgently neede 
belp for aliens interned in Germany and France. 
The American Friends Service Committee has 
made a remarkable record of ministry tw the 
needy behind battle lines in Spain and is no 
attempting to help Spanish refugees in France, 
to adminis ter relief to children and young 
mothers in German Poland and to aid Germ 
refugees to get established in this country. 


The ministry of missionaries in war-torn 
lands has been worthy of the highest traditions 
of the Christian religion and has won the ad- 
miration and respect not only of the peoples 
to whom they have ministered, but of all who 
have witnessed their heroism and sacrifice. 
What is needed is a similar selfless devotion 
on the part of the churches in the homeland, 
a willingness to make similar sacrifices and 
to render a comparable first-hand service to 
those in need. Perhaps the Society of Friends 
with its Work Camps, its Student Peace Service 
and its feeding missions at home and abroad, 
where young men andyoung women are challenged 
to serve without compensation other than bare 
expenses, points the way to a moral heroism 
that will redeem the church in the eyes of men. 


LYNN, MASS., CHURCH SPONSORS COOPERATIVE 


The First Christian Church (Disciples) of 
Lynn, Mass., sponsored a movement which even- 
tuated about a year ago in the formation of 
the East Lynn Cooperative Society. While the 
cooperative is not officially affiliated with 
the church, the pastor, the Rev. Mr. Chester A. 
Sillars is president and the manager is one of 
the church officers. It was in December 1938 
when nine people met to study the cooperative 
program that the movement began. A few weeks 
later, after having heard representatives of 
other cooperatives relate their experiences, 
the group organized as a cooperative buying 
club, with 11 members and $5.50 paid in capi- 
tal. Six months later the club had 48 members, 
had done over $1,000 worth of business among 
its members, and had declared an 8% patronage 
dividend. A store has been opened with over 
100 different items in stock. A beginning has 
been made in the matter of starting education- 
al and expansion reserve funds. Both the mem- 
bership and the volume of trade are growing 
and future prospects are encouraging. 


Speaking of theirenterprise the leaders say 
that it is not primarily a saving concern, but 
an ideal made practical by methods of applied 
@roup cooperation. Cooperation is a method of 
community living whereby we help ourselves to 
a higher plane of living by working with our 
neighbors. The movement is based upon the con- 
viction that production and distribution of 
consumer goods can be most advantageously ac- 
complished by cooperative effort in which no 
one takes a profit from the purchases of his 
neighbor, but in which each member has return- 
ed to him whatever surplus remains after the 
costsof supplying his needs are met. 


